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  This is Marathumb.


  You can’t see him very well because he’s jogging up and down on the spot.
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  Marathumb likes to keep running all the time.


  He likes to run when it’s sunny, and when it’s raining, and sometimes even when it’s dark.


  In fact, running is his favourite thing.


  But best of all, he likes to run in marathons.
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  Every day, Marathumb jumps out of bed before his alarm clock goes off. He gets dressed in record time.


  He jogs into the bathroom and cleans his teeth.


  Then he skips into the kitchen and pops some bread into the toaster. He jogs on the spot while his toast is cooking.
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  Then he spreads some Jam on his toast and has a huge glass of orange juice.


  He can’t jog while he drinks or his orange juice will spill.


  When he’s finished breakfast, Marathumb hops from leg to leg at the sink while he washes up.
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  Then he gets the vacuum cleaner out.


  Marathumb loves to use the vacuum cleaner, because he can practise jogging slowly while he vacuums the carpet.


  And after his housework is finished, Marathumb goes for a run.


  He opens the door of his house and runs down the path before you can say, “There goes Marathumb.”
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  Every day Marathumb runs the same way.


  He likes to go the same way, because he usually sees lots of friends.
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  One day, Marathumb is running along, thinking what a lovely day it is.


  He stops running and jogs on the spot to look at some beautiful flowers that are growing by the path.


  They're huge and yellow.


  "Hello," says a voice.
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  Marathumb is startled.


  "That flower just spoke to me!" he thinks. And he is so surprised that he stops running. And stands. Still.


  "Hello," he says to the flower. "Are you a talking flower?"


  The flower giggles. "Of course not!" it says, and from behind the giant yellow petals peers Mrs Greenthumb.
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  "Oh!" says Marathumb, going into a slow jog, "you gave me quite a surprise!"


  Mrs Greenthumb smiles and blushes. She is a very shy Thumbody. "Where are you going?" she says to Marathumb. "You seem to be in a hurry."


  "No," says Marathumb, looking surprised. "I'm not in a hurry. I just like to run everywhere. It's why I'm special, you know - I can run a very long way."


  And he gives a great big smile to Mrs Greenthumb, and jogs on his way.
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  Now, as you know, Marathumb likes to run.


  But sometimes, he forgets to look where he's going. And today is one of those days.


  He runs along the path, gazing at the sky and thinking how lovely and blue it is. And he doesn't see a big rock in front of him.


  So what do you think happens?
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  Marathumb trips over the big rock and falls over.


  He is very surprised.


  "Whatever happened?" he thinks to himself, annoyed that he's had to stop running. He jumps to his feet.


  But he can't. There's something wrong with his knee, and now he can't walk on it.
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  Marathumb gets up. Very, very slowly. He is very, very worried.


  "What if I can't run?" he thinks. "What will I do?"


  Luckily Thumbshine comes along at just that moment.


  "Are you all right?" she asks Marathumb. She thinks it's a bit strange to see him standing still.


  He's always running.
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  "No," says Marathumb, feeling very sorry for himself.


  "I've hurt my knee and now I can't walk."


  "Oh dear," says Thumbshine, "we'll have to get you to Doctor Thumbody."


  And off they go. Very, very slowly.
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  Doctor Thumbody has a look at Marathumb's knee.


  "Tsk, tsk," he says. "This is a rather nasty sprain. No running for two weeks."


  Marathumb is unhappy. Very, very unhappy. "But what will I do?" he asks.


  "I'm only special because I can run so fast!"
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  "Nonsense," says Doctor Thumbody. "You're special for lots of reasons. All you have to do is find them."


  Marathumb hops home on his brand new crutches.


  He hops indoors, and hops into his kitchen. Usually he runs.


  He waits for the kettle to boil. Standing still.


  Usually he jogs on the spot.
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  He sits down at the kitchen table - usually he stands up and hops from one foot to the other - and he opens a book.


  Marathumb doesn't think he's a good reader. He can never see the words properly, because he's always jogging on the spot.


  Imagine how surprised he is to find he can read every word! Perfectly!
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  Marathumb forgets all about his sore knee.


  He can't wait to find out what's on the next page!


  He never knew books could be so much fun.


  For the next two weeks, Marathumb reads and reads. He doesn't even mind that he can't run.
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  At the end of the two weeks, he goes back to see Doctor Thumbody.


  "Well," says Doctor Thumbody. "Did you find something else you're special at?"


  "Oh, yes," says Marathumb. "I can read! And it’s fun!"


  Doctor Thumbody is very happy. "Well," he says, "you'll be pleased to hear your knee is mended and you can run again."
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  "Thank you!" beams Marathumb. He puts down his crutches and jogs on the spot.


  "I'm going to run home right away - to sit down and read a book!"
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  And do you know what the book was all about?


  That's right - running!
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