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  This is Quarrelthumb.


  He is quite the grumpiest Thumbody.
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  Do you know what he'd say if he heard you say he was grumpy?


  "I am not!" he would say, sounding very grumpy.


  Quarrelthumb always wants to argue.
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  Every morning when he wakes up, Quarrelthumb turns the radio on.


  He listens to what the person on the radio is saying, and then he disagrees with it.


  The person talking on the radio can't hear him, but Quarrelthumb doesn't mind.


  He just likes to argue.

  [image: ]


  Before he goes out in the morning, Quarrelthumb always makes the same phone call.


  He phones the Talking Clock, so that it will tell him the time.
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  Every morning, when the Talking Clock says the time, Quarrelthumb shouts back, ‘No it’s not! It’s two seconds past that time now!’


  The Talking Clock can’t hear him, but Quarrelthumb doesn’t mind. Now one day, Quarrelthumb was out walking. He was very grumpy
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  And do you know what happened?


  He saw Troublethumb coming towards him.


  Quarrelthumb was secretly very pleased. He liked arguing with Troublethumb.


  He just likes to argue.
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  ‘Hello,’ said Troublethumb. ‘I’m having a lovely walk.’


  ‘Well I’m not!’ said Quarrelthumb, very grumpily.


  ‘And I think it’s going to rain.’


  Troublethumb looked up at the sky. There wasn’t a cloud to be seen.
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  ‘I don’t think it will rain,’ he said.


  ‘Yes, it’s definitely going to rain,’ said Quarrelthumb.


  He just likes to argue.


  He hoped that Troublethumb would disagree.
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  But Troublethumb didn’t want to argue with Quarrelthumb.


  So he looked up at the sky again, and do you know what he said?


  ‘Yes, I think you’re right. It might rain.’
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  Well! Quarrelthumb was very, very grumpy. He didn’t want other Thumbodies to agree with him!


  He wanted to argue!


  He stomped off down the path.
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  Now Thumbshine always wants everyone to be happy, and she heard Quarrelthumb arguing with Troublethumb.



  ‘I’ve got an idea,’ she said to Troublethumb.


  ‘We’ll tell all the Thumbodies not to argue with Quarrelthumb. Then he can’t be disagreeable, and he will stop being so grumpy!’


  And off they went to tell the other Thumbodies.
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  Quarrelthumb was already very grumpy. He passed a sign that said, 'Biggest flowers sold here.'


  'They are not!' he thought grumpily. And he went into the shop and shouted at Mr Greenthumb.


  'Your flowers are not the biggest!' he said.


  And do you know what happened?
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  Greenthumb looked at Quarrelthumb, and twirled his moustache.


  'I know,' he said. 'My flowers are not the biggest.'


  Even though he knew they were.
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  Quarrelthumb was very, very grumpy.


  Why wouldn't anyone argue with him today?


  He looked around for a Thumbody to disagree with.


  There was Thumbshine, coming towards him with a big, lovely smile on her face.
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  'Hello,' she said to Quarrelthumb. 'Don’t you think it's a lovely day?'


  Quarrelthumb opened his mouth to say no, it wasn’t, but instead he did something he hardly ever did.


  He thought about his reply instead of just disagreeing.
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  'Yes,' he said to Thumbshine. 'It's a lovely day.'


  And do you know what? It was!


  Quarrelthumb felt quite odd. He was so used to arguing, he had forgotten how it felt to be agreeable.


  And he had to agree, being agreeable was very agreeable!
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  So now what do you think Quarrelthumb does when he wakes up?


  He still listens to the radio, but he doesn't argue with it.


  He still reads the Thumbody Times, but he doesn’t disagree with it.
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  And when he listens to the Talking Clock, he agrees with the time - with a big, happy grin on his face.


  Because now Quarrelthumb hardly ever likes to argue!
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