
  [image: ]


  [image: ]


  [image: ]


  This is Mr Thumbody.


  He lives at Thumbody Cottage, down Thumbody Lane.
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  Every morning Mr Thumbody likes to go for a walk. He especially likes to go for a walk so that he can say hello to his Thumbody friends.


  Sure enough, he'd only just left Thumbody Cottage when he saw Marathumb running along the path.
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  'Hello!' said Mr Thumbody.


  Marathumb stopped running and jogged on the spot, so that he could say hello to Mr Thumbody.


  'Hello,' he said. 'Isn't is a nice day for a run?'


  Marathumb thought every day was a nice day for a run, even when it was raining.
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  Mr Thumbody smiled. 'Well I don't really like to run very often,' he said.


  Marathumb grinned - a huge, big, happy grin. 'I know!' he said. 'That's why I'm special! I like to keep fit!'


  And he ran off down the path.
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  Mr Thumbody hadn't gone very far when he came across some beautiful, yellow flowers.


  He stopped to admire them, and up popped Mr Greenthumb from behind one of the huge petals.


  'Hello!' said Mr Thumbody. 'Hello,' said Mr Greenthumb, twirling his enormous moustache.
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  'I was just admiring these beautiful yellow flowers,' said Mr Thumbody.


  'Oh, how lovely!' said Mr Greenthumb, looking extra pleased and giving his moustache an extra twirl. 'I grew them myself!'


  'You're very clever,' said Mr Thumbody admiringly.'That must be why you're so special, because you can grow such lovely flowers.'


  And he carried on with his walk.
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  Mr Thumbody hadn't gone very far when he saw Pothumb, high up in a tree.


  She was taking a nap. As Mr Thumbody passed by, she opened one eye.
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  'Hello,' said Pothumb sleepily. 'Is it still daytime?'


  'Yes,' said Mr Thumbdy. 'It's a beautiful day.'


  'Oh,' said Pothumb, having a really, really big yawn. 'I think I'd better go back to sleep.'


  And she curled up in the branches.
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  Pothumb was always very busy at night, so she needed to sleep in the daytime.


  'That must be why you're special,' said Mr Thumbody. 'It's because you can see so well in the dark.'


  And he carried on with his walk.
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  Mr Thumbody hadn't gone very far when he saw Mr Handthumb walking along the path.


  He looked very smart in his blue coat and white trousers, and he had a shiny white top hat on his head.
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  'Hello,' said Mr Thumbody.


  'Well hello there!' said Mr Handthumb. 'Isn't is just a fine morning!'


  And he smiled a big, wide smile, so that his teeth glinted in the morning sun.
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  Mr Thumbody noticed that Mr Handthumb was carrying a mirror with him.


  'Why have you got a mirror?' he asked.


  'It's so that I can polish my teeth,' said Mr Handthumb. 'I want to look as handsome as I possibly can.


  That's why I’m so special, you know!'
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  And Mr Thumbody carried on with his walk.


  He hadn't gone very far when he heard two voices. They sounded like they were arguing.


  It was Quarrelthumb and Troublethumb.
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  'Hello,' said Mr Thumbody. 'Isn't it a lovely morning.'


  'Yes, it is,' said Troublethumb. 'No, it isn't!' said Quarrelthumb.


  'Yes, it is,' said Troublethumb. 'No, it isn't!' said Quarrelthumb.


  'Yes, it is,' said Troublethumb.'No, it isn't!' said Quarrelthumb.
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  Mr Thumbody carried on with his walk.


  'That’s why Quarrelthumb and Troublethumb are special,' he thought. 'Even though they argue, they still stay friends.'


  And he looked back down the path and saw the two Thumbodies skipping off together, as agreeable as could be.
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  He hadn't gone very far when he saw a Thumbody with a bright light all around her, and there was Thumbshine.


  She was grinning from ear to ear. 'Hello!' said Mr Thumbody.


  'Hello,' said Thumbshine, and straight away Mr Thumbody felt very happy.
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  'I know why you're special,' said Mr Thumbody to Thumbshine.


  'It's because you make everyone feel happy.


  And I know why all the other Thumbodies I've met today are special, too. But I'm not really sure why I'm special.'
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  Thumbshine looked at him with a big smile.


  'That's easy!' she said. 'You're special because you're nice to everyone you meet.


  You can make them feel better just by being nice!'
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  Mr Thumbody was very pleased.


  Now he knew he was a special Thumbody, even though he didn't have to do anything special - just be himself!
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